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Mr. H. B. Mr. Beard, and the PraQice of Piety: A fit Monument for our preſent Times, Oc. 


Fxamples. 


ed; thus the Plague began in that Pariſh, 

5. In the ſame Month a Miniſter Rector of a Church in Low- 
don, upon the Saturday would go with two Neighbours, boon 
Companions, to be ſovial the next day; they conditioned he 
Lol beſtow a Sermon upon them; they on the Lords day 
ſpent the Forenoon idly, and in tte Afternoon this Miniſter 
with his Neighbours viſited a Lendes Miniſter that had a Bene 
fice there,for whom ke Preacht. Sermon being ended they are 
nvited tothe Miniſters Houſe to a Bottle of Sack; they drank 
ſo long that the two Neighbours tongues began to fail them, 
That night their Miniſter could not fleep and was ſtruck with 
2 ſuddain coldneſs, and with much ado being returned to Lon- 
don, he dyed before the next Lords day. 

6. On Jan. 25. 134. being the Lords day in the time of the 
great Eroſt, fourteen young men preſuming to play at Foot - ball 
upon the Ice on the River Trent neat to Gainsborowgh were al) 
drowned, 
7. At Dorer the ſame Lord's day the Book was read, one in 
St. Fame s Pariſh that played on a Kit, with it called together 
divers, and that very day was ſtruck by Divine hand, and with- 
in two days dyed. 

8. At Turlsy in Suſſolk, one made a Feaſt on the Sabbath 
ay to his Friends lar joy of the publiſhing this Book of ſports 
on the Lord's day, and the next day was preſt to death by the 
ſuddain ſall of a ſtack of Faggots. ; ; 
g. At H:Yingsby in Saſſer this Book being read on the Lord's 
d, the next diy an honeſt m mn, one Tomkens being on his way, 
is Neighbour ſcofingly a. kt him if he would dance w th him 
ne next Sundlas, to whom Dunn anſwered, take heed thou 
oe not dancing in Hell before that day, or before it be long 
ind by tae next Werk this ſcoffer and two of his Famuy 
Jed, 
10. Febra, 9. 1534. being upon the Lord's day, an Apotheca - 
ric; man in Lime ſtre t London , th another Companion rid to 
z unet to make merry, and returning home drunk, near High- 
Gate met a Tinker, to whom olering abu e the Tinker ſtrikes 
tis Her c, the other bids run him through, which he did with 
his Kapicr, the Tinker fell down dead, and both were appre- 
aended and ſent to cite. 

11. At Tyornten near H ftchfter at the publiſhing this Book, 
hey prepared for 4 Summer. ale upon the Sabbath day, and a 
uſty voung Wench was choſen Purveyor for Cakes, and ging 
on tie Sad to the Nill paſſing by a Hedge in the way lhe 
vas immediately ficack and tell into the Ditch, where the was 
found dead; there lay all the Lord's day, the Cororer being 
(ent for on the Mwunday the was carried to her Grave, And 
the effect wrought ſo upon the people.that no Summer-Ale was 
Tr but the May-po!le which before they had iet up they took 
dowr. 
12. In Tirkeſhire at a Wake on the Lord's day, in Otley Pariſh 
it ꝑaillon, two men ſitting at drink in the Night fell out, and 
deing parted, the one a li'tle after finding his fellow ſitting by 
the fire with his back towards him, comes behind him with a 
Ratchet, Chkines him down the back. ſo as his Bowels fell out 
the Murth erer being purſued leapt into a River and drowned 
h mſe!f. 
13. One nieht at Kingſton that re oyced much at the ſuſ- 
pending of his Miniſter, ſor not reading the Book of ſports, ſay- 
ing le hoped ſhortly to (ze them all ſo ſerved: was in a day or 
two after ſtruck with a dead balſie all over the one file , and 
with Blindneſs and Dumbneſs, that he could neither go, nor 
ſee, nor ſpeak and ſolay a Fortnight and then dyed. 

14. In Aſoor- fi. di near London, divers Youths playing at Cat 
on the Sabbath day, two of them fell out, and the one hitting 
the other under the Far with his Cat he fell down for dead in 
the place, the other was (ent to Priſon 3 but the dead after a 
time recovering, the Priſoner was releaſt , which may be a 
warning to Youths propianene's, 

15. April the 18. 1635. one travelling with three other from 
f.oxdon to Mayden Head on the Saturday, the three ſpent the Sab- 
v3th there, but he would travel on his way contrary to the La- 
lies direction whom he ſerved 3 he rode to Henley in the Morn- 
ing and there heard the Sermon and fell to Travel in the àfter- 
noon;but in the way leading his Horſe gently down a plain dif- 
cent and even way, his Hcrſe ſuddainly fell and broke both his 
fore leggs; the man was amazed at the immediate hand of God 
as he after confeſt to his tt ree fellow Travellers that overtook 
hin, and ſaid all the good Sermons that ever he had heard 
did never ſo work unn his Conſeience as this thing did, and 
that example ſ ould for ever be a warning to him. 

16, In 1634 one Edvard tw id., 
been pained in his feet, ar4 heing upon h's recovery, where- 
upan oneſa'd to him he was glad to ee him ſo nimbles 4%. 
deth repliel , that he donbted not but to dance about the Nay - 
pole the next Sabbarh day: but beſore he m ved o of that 
face te was ſuddainly ſtruck with a feeblene(s and dzyncſ- 
n his head, that be'ng circied to an Houle he dycd tctore the 
rd 5s day came. 
17. In Gloc ft 
ſummer me: ting wherzin his Son was to be ſtickler, went im- 
ſelf to ſce it and there beholding it he fell down dead and 
never ſaw ant er Sabb ih. 

if, A Miller at Charchiows, near CG loceſte r, would needs 
{eontrary to the admorgtions both of his Miniſter in private, 


a Gentleman,kaving 


ſpire one being very forward to advance a 
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A Woman and her two D ayghters pill and dry 
flax onthe Lords clay, are burnt. 


Diſcrer ces of the tu from the Ch» fran ſla'e. 
T's J. u Sabbath was kept inremembrance of the Worlds Crention, 
Chr:ffian's Sabbath ts let in remembran.e of the Worlds Redempguon, 
Ferus as a Figure of Grace that they jſhau'd reti from ſervitude of fin, 


I's Jews had boiily Saif of Beatz We Chriftians of Prayer, 
Levitical Priflbcod of thi Law, W. Chriflian Mimniftery of the Goſþ.l, 
Temples and Synageg nts 4, We Chriftian Churches, 
cumciſian, Paſ5o.er ; We of Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, 

Nu io le. holy a Sabbath to the Lerd is to celebrate an Holy reit unto Gd, 


Ererciſ:s, as Prayer, hearing th. Wort, vcr: ing the Sacraments, &c. 


wſe ſports and recreation, or any thug elſe mere than things of uc. 


Scriptural Fxamſ les of ſuddain Jude ments for (everal fins, 


like G, the Angel ſmote him , and he dyed of Worms. 
were banqaeting, Sampſon pull d the Temple upon ihr Heads, 


If be were ſliin which on the Sabbath diy, 
For need did gather hies: Oh! how ihall they 


and generally in publick, yea and that very day, and of other Chriſtian 
friend k cep a ſolemn Whitton ale, for which fe had made large prepi 
ration and proviſion even of threeſcore duzen of Cheete-cakes with other 
things proportionable; in the Church houſe half a mile from his Mill, 
his Mulical Inſtruments were (et torth vi the de of t © Chure i houle, 
where the Mini er and people were to pals to the C.virch to Evening 
Prayer, when that and Sermon were ended, the Drum is firuck up, the 
Peecces diſcharged, the Mulitians play , ana the rout fulla dancing , till 
the Evening; where they all mich the Miller reſort to his l; where 
that Evening before they had ſupt, about nine of the Clock on Whitſun 
day, a fice took ſuddainly in tis Houſe over their heads, and was i. 
brief and quick, that it burnt down his Houſe and Mill , and devour 
ed withall the greateſt of all his other Proviſion and Houſholdſtuſſ. 
This is confirmed by tundry good Teſtimonies, 

19. At Bawxton in Dorcetſnire (ome being at Bowls on the Lord's day, 
one flinging his Bowlat his Fellow Bowler, hit him on the Fate, ſo as 
the blood ifued forth at the other Eare, whereof he (hortly died. 
Ihe Murtherer fled, 

20, One good - man Paul near Stoke in Dorceiſhirt, tejoycing much at the 
erecting of a Summer-pole, at a Pariſh called Swmsbury in ! orcetſhiye, 
and ſaying before one of his Neighbours, he would go ſee it, though 
he went naked through a Qu ckſet Fedg: which is a common Proverb 
tney uſo: Going with Wood in his Arms to caſt into the Bonfire, 
where he lived, and uſing theſe words: Heaven aud E irih are full of th; 
glory, O Lord: he was E mitten by the ſtroke of God, and within 
two or three daies died, and his Wife with him. Theſe two laſt exam 
' ples are teſtified by a Miniſter in his I etter to a Brother Miniſter. 

21. In the edge of Ex near Prink/ey . two Fellows working in a 
Chalk pit, the ove was boaſting to h's fellow, how ] e had angred his 
Mifſtre(s with ſtaying ſa late at their Sports t*e laſt Sunday night, t ut 
heſaid he would anger her wor e the next Sunday, Ke had no ſooner 
ſaid this, bn! ſuddainly the Earth fell down upon him, and ſlew him 
out right, with the fall whereof his fellows limb was broken, who had 
been alſo Partner with kim in his jollity on the Lord's day, eſcqping 
with his life , that he might tell the truth, that God might be glortisl, 
and that by this warri g he mizht repert of his fin, and reform ſuch his 
xophanereſs, and remain a Filler of Salt, to ſeaſon others with fehr by 
115 Example. k 

— — 


| 
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Miller, at the Sign o 


A Millers Houſe ard Hill Bu. e 


(When the Wraclites were at their Manng and 
The) in tber haut“, God rock awyay their Liver, 
The merry one with an other , the Wind came and blew den the Houſe, 
The | whole Wor'd 92.25 marrging and gre ing in marriage, the Hood came and drowned 
Chriſtians as x Figure of Glory when they ſhall rej from occaſions of finn. \them, 
They the called him te account. 

They ſaying to bis ſoul be merry, that night bis ſoul was takes j1m him. 
Thy $.craments of Cir-| 


mot only te abs: from al labrur rf the body, but alſo praiſing al Godly Athaliah, ard Jezabel, had they offices taken from them for ſin. 
Lot“ fe, Haman hanging upon his own Gallows, and Achan's ſepu'c/ re. 
And to prophane thu day us to labour in ſer:1/e Works of our ordinary calling,, Sins againit , bing the ever Fulgments, Read Leviticus 25, from 
to travel about ordinary buſiu ſe, 12 keep Fairs and fL on thu day, or 12 ver. 14, to 40, 
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ils, even while the meat 1241 
When Job Children were mating 
Nhe the 


Wire the Steward was reccunting what policy to ue, the Maſ.cr 
e thr Churl was muſing of bu fad Barns, and 


Abel Ho, [uddaiuly crit for vengeance. 
Jer boum was frichen while he ruck. 
Baalam was t in the way, Judas preſently hang A himſelf. Hetod, Saul, 


Kememnber 


Iſrael the miracle of mercy, that grew from -0. ſoulzin a few years 20 ſix 


| hundr ed thouſand , the more offre the more they proſpered , like C mile or 
the Pa'm-tree, but when they abuſed Mercy and ſlighted Sabbaths, , became 


When Belihazar was Fraiting ui bis Nobles , the Fan, ul band writing the greatet Obyeits of Wrath. 
was ufo the wall. e Herod varied kimſcif, andile people honoured him | Famine, Eleven bundred thouſand of the poorer ſent. 


| 


There died partly by the Sword , and partly of 
Two thouſand in one 


W ee Philiftines | night wire Imborwelled, fix thouſand were burned in a Porch of the Temple , the 
When the nun | who!e City was ſackt aud burnt, and ninety ſeven thonſan taken Captives. 
of Ziglah were Frailing aud Dancing, David cant upon them and fle them. And i this day are they not the cff- ſcouring of the World ? 


F (cape God's wrath, which for ba e pelt or pleaſure, 
| rviane God's Sabbaths in molt frequent meaſure, 


22. The laſt Spring a Miller hard by 1#.otren in Wiru icy hire, went on 
the Lord's day tra Wake, whence returning home again, the ſame da 
at night ſoand his Mill and Houſe and all on : tire; this was teſtific 
by a Mimſter in a reply to another Miniſter) who was an Eye witneſs. 
23. At uten in the ſame Country, where the (1id Miniſters Father 
had been Miniſter forty years , and by God's bleding upon his Labours, 
had reformed things very well; yet upon the publication fu this Book 
in print, many of the Inhabitants the Spring following , were im- 
bold ned to (et up May poles, Morrice Dance, and a Whitſon ale, con- 
tinuing their rude revelling a Week together, with many affronts to 
their antient and reverend Paſtour : but it pleaſed God , that nct long 
aſter, a ſpark from a Smith's ſhop , caught in that room where the Ale 
was brewed, and though means were ready at hand, yet it could not be 
quenched, but ſet the Houſe on fire, and preſently flew tothe Barn, in 
which their diſorder was, and burnt the ſame with thirteen Dwelling 
Houſes more, moſt of whoſe Inhabitauts were Actors or Abettors in the 
ſame: This is teſtified by many. 

24. In the year of our Lord 1633, C66, 25, after the Book of ſports 
was known to be publiſhed in print, David Price, a Welikman, ſervant 
to one t Hill, a known Grafier of that Country, coming to Banbu- 
ry with his Drove on Satwdiynight, declared his purpoſe of driving 
them the next day early in the Morning, being the Sabbath or Lord's 
day : his Hoſt where he lodged, diſſwaded him, becauſe it was the Sab- 
bath day. and told him that he would certainly be ſtopped, and made to 
pay for it according to the Statute. He anſwered that he would drive 
tten, and let me (ee (ſaith bay who will hinder me. So in the Morn- 
ing, two other accompanying him,he went to feteh the Cattle out of the 
round, one that knew him, met him at the Towns end (not yet out of 
the Town ) and adm-ni'! ed! im, ſaying, What, David, to day he 
made no anſwer, but went onward, and though for any thing that ap- 
2 to ay other, or that himſelf complained of, he was then n good 

ealth , as ever he was, yet witain little more than a ſtones caſt off the 
Town, he fell dawn de d (uddain'y,and was buricd in Banbury Church- 
yard the next day aſter; None could diſcern any ſenſidle or evident 
cauſe of ſo ſud lain a ſurprizal, ard Fim'elf gave no ſign ; any pairs, 
weakneſs, or illneſs, till the inſtant time he gave vp the ghoſt- | 


| 25. At Wicks, a Town betwixt Colch. fer and Harwich in Eſſex , upon | 
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football, the one killed the other. 

26. At O»ford on the Sabbath day, one Bally Hawks 4 
cher , would needs gointo his field with an hatchet and 
vel to mend his ditch : his Wife diſſwaded him what 
could, being the Sabbath day, but he ſaid he would go 
an end of his work, which he did, for ſuddainly he was & 
dead — his ditch, and ſo made an end of his work, and his li 
together. f 


27. Alſo at Oxford a Carpenter undertaking to mend a Stag 


— 


whereof he muſt of neceſſity ſpend ſome part of the Lord's 
morning , that the Stage — de — 
following, he that night ſell back ward from the Stage, heit 
not far from the ground, and brake his neck, and ſo ended hi 
life in a fearful Tragedy. 

28, A young mas near Bow , going to ſwim in the River 
on Eſſes ſide, on the Lord's day in the Afternoon , was 
9 3 . 

29. Two boys » Albans, going to Verulam's Pounds, a 

mile off to ſwim on the Lord's = Fu'y 12. 0ne of — 
drowned, and the other hardly eſcaped. 
30. At Ramſey in Suffolk, a tall man on the Lord's day go- 
ing with others to ſwim, and being advertiſed and warned 
of a hole in the water, he ſware that there was no place there 
could drown him, but by and by on a ſudda'in he was mifing, 
being — under water ons — rowned. 

3 + On Septen. 13. 1635. being the Lord's day, two young 
men of the Pariſh of St. Dun an: in the Wel i 
to ſwim, were both drowned. "EY 

32. At Lemiter, one Maſter Powle, Fanuary 1634. on the 
Lord's day ſerving a Writ of ſub pens (and that of purpoſe: 
on that day as is credibly reported) upon one Mr. ait, 2 
Gentleman, this te did in the Church yard, fo ſoon as they 
were come out of the Church: Mr. Shai thereupon told 
bim, 1 thought you had been an holier man than ſo to do 

this upon this day ; he replied, I hope I am never a whit the 
more diſhoneſt, or le(s holy for that ; having ſpoken this, he 
fuddainly fell down dead, and ſpake not a word more, kis 
Wife ſeeing this was Cuddainly iruck with Gckneſs 8 

33. A Fellow in Summer ſeiſbire being to make a Tent upon 
the Lord's day, for a Fair that was tote kept upon the Mun- 
day following, ſaid to ore on the Saturday, that they would 
rear it to motrrow, ſo the next day which was the Lord's 
day, being — he d ed = ſame day roaring. 

34. In June 1635. on the Lords day, the Ta 
C hamberlain of the Queens head in A Band 120 — 
Nut to be merry : and having drunk liberally , riding home- 
— the one of them fell from his Horſe and broke his 
neck. 

35. Alſo in Jane 1635. and as ſome report the ver 
Lords day, in S»wihwark , at the Red bs, near St. / Aon 
on in — — * 7 — you another (ate drinking | 
o long, that the other about fix of the Clock d 
a ſeep lv, that he never awaked again. — 


Theſe Examples were Collell:4 from Beard': Theater of God's 
Fudgments, and the 7raBife of Pieiy. 


— — day; his Wite brought forth a Chill with a Dogs 
Sid. 

7. At Ninſtat in France, a covetous Woman uſed onthe 
Sabbath day to dty and pill Hlax , and would not be warned 
although ker Flax took fire two ſeveral Lord's days, but on 
= — Sabbath , the and her two Children were burnt to 

eath. 
33. Some in France at their Husbandry upon the Sabb 
have been ſtruck with Thunder, ſome ha Their 1 
Bones burnt with viſible fire, and conſumed to aſtes; Scaffald; 
at Playes on the abbath day have fallen, and many 
wounded ; ſome killed out right 


many more wounded, 

40. A Husbandman grinding Corn upon the Lord's 
had his Meal burnt to Alles. 

41. Another carrying Corn on this day, had his Barn and 
all his Corn therein burnt with fire from Heaven. 


month (being the Lord's day) almo!t conſumed with fire 
chiefly for prophaning that day. 9 
4 2» The Inhabitants of Tiverton in De: 0nſhive „ were great 
prophaners of this day, of which their godly Miniſter did of: 
admonith them; and not long after his death, onthe hird of 
A;ril 1598. By a ſuddain fire, the whole Town was almok 
conſumed, to the number cf 300. Houſes, and 50. Perſons in 
the Flames. 

24- And once ſince in 1612. the ſame Town was almoſt con- 
ſumed again; a furetoken of God's anger, 


Royal King Solomon hath a true ſaying | that Fudgment, 


are prepared for [corners , Prov. 19. 23, And in this ſhort view 
ou m1y behild Fudgments executed, 


32. &c. To teach the Inbatitauts of the World righteouſneſs. 
Iſa. 26. 9. | 

Theſe Tragical ſpe acles of divine Juſtice proclame the propha 
nation of the Lord's moft ſacred day, a crying fin. Which but 
teen confirmed by the whole State in Parliament in i fame $12 
tutes in 1h: Hiri of Carol. and in the Third of Carol, and two A 
tient As in Hen. and Edw s. 


jundiens conc/nde the ſame. 
Our late Sovercigns of bleſſed memory King James and King 
Charles in the fir it year of both their Keigns in the ſeveral of 
Common-pray'r » and order fer the puil ch Na, fer om 52 
| Royal Authorities for the averſion and ceafing of thoſe dreadful | 
Plagues which then ſwallowed up many thouſands , Confeſs t 
ameng other fins , the propbanation of the Sabbath , ard wot 


lac nes brake in upon us. 


ws all , and as Cyprian thas Antient Fath.y well faith, be u e. 


36. A Noble man in France, that uſed to go a hunting on | 


The Lord hath made hi day known by bis Fulgments, Numb. 15. 


Te Homilies , Common: prayer- book, Canons „ Articles, and In | 
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have boot] 2 
39. In 1883. at Paris Gardey, upon the Sabbath day, a great | 


Company were gatt.cred to betald a ſort of Bear baiting, the 55 ö 
Scaffold (ud Jainly brake, and Eight were {lain out-rightz and 


day, 2 


= 


1 


42. Stratford upon von, was twice on the ſame day twelve | * 


keeping Loh the Lord s day , wat one chief cauſe why theſe 1200 great * 


God grant that theſe puniſhments of ſome may be a 37 ning w.: 


audacicws, who firives 10 paſs over there where he Bath ſeem another 
to have falu; be s outragiouſly bead firoig who i net flrack, wit 

fear, when be bebe d- angtber periſh in that courſe which be js 
ning be loves his own ſafety , who takes warving by the 4 
others; and he alone s a prudent man who u mode wiſe byy 
Ruins of other meu. Ig 

May theſe Fudgments on ſome , become Remed ud to & | 
who are ck of the .f ſame fiv. Which ® thw«ud of hid 
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5 bt TT. "4 | 
rch-Yard, near the Little North Door, 1671 = 
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in St. Fohn's College on the Saturday night, for the finiſhing } - 
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